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Friedrich Hall Why do you call the denouncers "poor
devils"?

Peter Hofer. Because they trusted themselves to do more
than they were able to carry out. The spirit was willing,
but the flesh was weak, Yes, if only we'd known what
was to come. We laughed and bragged and believed in
nothing, not in freedom nor in the children's bogey of
the Third Reich. We called freedom a petit bourgeois
phrase, so little did we know what slavery is.

Friedrich Hall Wasn't that the fault of your leaders?

Peter Hofer. It doesn't seem as simple as that to me, Herr
Pastor. It's the fault of all of us, both leaders and people.
We thought that if someone was a worker, then he was
everybody, the Lord God himself, if you'll excuse my
saying so. But workers are also only human beings, and
if a man brings his pay envelope home to mother every
Saturday, that doesn't make him any the wiser. Some-
times it even makes him more stupid, because he's never
learnt anything, and because he falls for every swindle
and doesn't see a yard beyond his nose.

Friedrich Hall Just as Esau sold his birthright for a mess
of pottage, so today man sells his freedom for his daily
bread,... Perhaps we shouldn't accuse political sys-
tems so much as pity humanity which breaks down,
because men demand justice without being just, and
brotherhood without having brotherly love.

Peter Hofer. That's too Christ-like for me. Please don't
be offended at my saying so.